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CONFERENCE

SCHEDULE

October I I. 1994

Thursdav, October 13, 1994

1:00-3:00 p.lII.

8:30 a.m.-12:00 Noon

Race & Ethllic A IVllrelless ill
3:00 p.III.-5:00 p.lII.

Synergy: The Es!;ential to Telllll Built/ing
Ms. Leslie Farias, Executive Communications
Consultants, Reno, Nevada
Everyone agrees that communication is the common denomi
nator of successful relationships in virtually every aspect of our
lives. The paradox is that we receive little or no education in
this area . How many of us have been taught to listen? How
many of us realize that individuals process information differ
ently and, therefore, adjust our communication methods ac
cordingly? These essential skills, as well as others, will be
taught and practiced with the promise that all will have
practical useful communcation "tools" to improve and enhance
their
both personal and professional.

COllrts

H. Clifton Grandy, Project Director
First National Conference on Eliminating
Racial and Ethnic Bias in the Courts
National Center for State Courts
Williamsburg, Virginia
This session begins with a cultural awareness experiential
exercise for the participants followed by discussion. The
session will also include an overview of the most common
research findings and recommendations of the bias elimi
nation study groups across the country.
12:00 Noon-I:OO p.m.

1:00-2:00 p.m.

Jut/icial

&
Perception of Filimess
Hon. Linda B. Thomas
Justice, 5th Court of Appeals, Dallas
This general session will be a problem solving, interactive
workshop which explores ethical issues relating to fair
ness and the public's perception of our courts. Do court
personnel display bias? How can we avoid the perception
that we display bias on the basis of gender, ethnicity or
disability? How does the Code of Judicial Conduct
address the issue of bias? These and other questions will
be addressed, as well as questions posed by attendees .

5:00 p.m.

Informal Happy J/our

October 12, 1994
8:30 a.m.-12:00 Noon

Synergy: The Essentilll to Telllll Built/ing
12:00 Noon-I :00 p.m.

2:00-3:15 p.m.
3 BREAKOUT SESSIONS: (Choose onc)

I :00-2:00 p.m.

of

& Pro Se

Jamcs D.
Esq, Chair of State
Unauthorized Practice of Law
Committee, Dallas
Pro se cases are a concern for coordinators. While most judges
require that we set these cases as requested, often court is
delayed due to incomplete paperwork. This session will address
unique problems of pro se litigants and how we as coordinators
can provide a public service to those legitimate inquiries
concerning administrative procedure.
2:00-5:00 p.lII.

Synergy: The Essential to Team Built/illg
(continued)

--over-

State Jail FelollY System
Rob Kepplc, Esq., General Counsel
Texas District & County Attorneys Association,
Austin
On September I, 1994, we usher in a new concept in Texas
criminal law . We'll explore this new creature from the
bottom up : Just what on earth is a state jail felony? Who
came up with that name? Is it just a way for the state to
make the counties pay for the cost of incarcerating crimi
nals? Is it true that community supervision means that the
auto thief goes home with court personnel at night? Can
any of this restore faith in the criminal justice system?
Can we deter crime simply by sentencing the state jail
felon to toil through all of the paperwork required in the
case?

